ADMISSIONS POLICY
This policy is necessary because all staff and parents need to be clear about our procedures surrounding admissions; and although we are a non-selective school, we will from time to time apply certain admission restrictions and everyone needs to be aware of them as and when they apply.

Background

Each phase within the school will adopt its own admissions policy which will in general become more rigorous as pupils become older.

At Grindon Hall we adopt the position that class sizes will not exceed twenty.

Where the number of pupils in a year group exceeds this amount, a waiting list will be created.  The school reserves the right to increase the size of a group by a maximum of two pupils on a temporary basis, where there are exceptional reasons for this.

When parents first contact the school they will be invited to visit the school and talk with the Principal.  The completion of an application form and the payment of the registration fee will trigger the admissions process which is slightly different in each phase.  These procedures are set out below.

Admissions Criteria
Admissions into the Primary School (Nursery – Year 6)

We will continue to adopt a non-selective admissions policy in so far as places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis and not on the basis of academic ability.  However, places will not be given to pupils who require significant in-class support for either educational or behavioural needs.

The school welcomes pupils with autism and dyslexia and will continue to offer curriculum support to these pupils where their presence in the group will not detract from the progress of others.  

Admissions into the Lower School (Year 7 and Year 8)

The school offers a large number of places to pupils from other schools in Year 7.  Pupils from both other primary schools and from Grindon Hall will have demonstrated good behaviour and a commitment to learning.  Pupils who require significant support in addition to the small class sizes, supportive staff and differentiated groups that the school offers will not be offered a place at Grindon Hall.

Pupils may join the school throughout Year 7 and Year 8 provided that they fulfil the admissions criteria as described above.

Admissions into the Upper School (Year 9 – Year 11)

From September 2006, pupils wishing to join the school in Year 9 will be required to demonstrate sufficient academic ability through an entrance examination.  Pupils must also demonstrate through references from previous schools an exemplary record and commitment to Grindon Hall’s core values of Respect, Integrity, Courtesy and Honesty.

The school will not normally admit pupils into Year 10 and Year 11.

Admissions into Sixth Form 

Pupils wishing to join the Sixth Form at Grindon Hall will normally have achieved at least 5 GCSEs at grade C or above and at least a grade B in the subjects that they wish to study.  

All pupils must have demonstrated a commitment to our core values of Respect, Integrity, Courtesy and Honesty at their previous school.

Responsibility

Overall responsibility for this policy lies with the Principal.

This policy came in to effect September 2005 , was reviewed July 2006, again in January 2008 and will be reviewed again in 2010.
