[image: image1.png]Grindon Hall Christian School





January 2011

Dear Parents

Rather belatedly, may I wish you all a very happy New Year.  As usual, there are a number of things to inform you about as another term begins.

Examination Results

We were delighted to see that we came top of the Sunderland league table in both GCSEs and A Levels this year.  Many of you will have seen the press coverage over the last few days.  As ever, I treat league tables with a degree of caution – even when we come out on top – because they really are the bane of the education system in this country.  In principle, they are good but in reality they force schools to do bad things.  In my view, the most significant result for us is that a relatively very high proportion of our students achieved the “English Baccalaureate” – that is, five GCSEs in “proper” subjects.  As we all know, or could guess, schools who play the league table game have often given in to the temptation to offer easier and easier GCSEs, avoiding the more difficult subjects, so that they can show a high percentage of 5 A*-C grades.  If you examine the tables closely you will find that many schools who have reasonable percentages of 5 A*-Cs have remarkably low results in terms of the English Baccalaureate, sometimes as low as 0%.  That means, quite simply, that their students are not achieving GCSEs in the traditional academic subjects which will stand them in good stead for the future.  That is a sad example of how league tables have resulted in a general “dumbing down” of the whole system.  Make it easier and results will improve.  Grindon Hall, needless to say, will not participate in that process, which is why we take league tables with a pinch of salt.

However, it is nice to be top!  It is a tribute to the hard work of students and staff that our results have been so good.  It is especially impressive that our A Level results were regarded as the highest overall, given that our sixth form is only a few years old.  That is a great credit to Mr Johnson and Mrs Sharman who have led the sixth form through its early stages of development.

New Appointments

As many of you know, Miss Crockatt has been appointed Vice Principal and takes up that new post this term.  I would congratulate her on her appointment and wish her well.  Mr Magee has been appointed Head of Lower School and Mr Murray has taken on the role of Head of Sixth Form.  I look forward to the excellent contributions which all three will make in their new positions.  Mrs Sharman and Mrs Lisgo have stepped aside from their previous roles, and will take on slightly different responsibilities.  Mrs Lisgo will retain pastoral responsibility for the Fifth Form as they embark upon their GCSE exams and will assume a wider pupil performance role.  Mrs Sharman will take strategic responsibility for curriculum-related matters.

Safety

Can I remind all parents that the school entrance must not, at any time, be used as a turning circle.  This is very dangerous indeed and it is not really too difficult to continue a few yards up the road and turn around in the usual way.  Last week we very nearly had an accident involving a taxi and a Primary child.  We have been trying for some time to persuade the authorities to give us a school crossing patrol (lollipop person to you and me) and, as ever, a “near miss” has hurried the process along.  As a result, work is beginning in the next few weeks to re-shape the area around the school gates, and a lollipop person will be in place, we hope, by Easter.  This should improve things significantly but in the meantime it is very important that parents a) do not attempt to bring their cars up the drive and b) under no circumstances use the school entrance as a turning circle.

Mobile Phones

The school policy regarding mobile phones is quite clear.  If they are brought in, they must be handed in every morning in the prescribed way.  One or two pupils have recently been found not to have done so.  There are very good reasons for this policy and I would ask parents to support it.  Please do not allow your child to bring his/her phone to school unless it is absolutely necessary (which I accept it sometimes is).  If it is necessary, please remind your child about the need to hand it in every morning.  Pupils found with a phone on their person during the day will have it confiscated and a suitable sanction will be used.  

Chewing Gum

It is occasionally necessary to re-emphasise the school’s policy regarding chewing gum.  The damage caused to school property, especially carpets, by discarded chewing gum is significant.  As you know, we have a policy that a £10 charge is made when children are found to have gum in school.  This is to reflect the cost of materials needed to clean it up and will continue to be strictly enforced.  There really is no justification for bringing chewing gum to school, especially when it is expressly forbidden.  As far as I know it has no medicinal properties at all!

Trees

Thanks from the PTPA to all parents who took the wood from the front of school – so far that has raised around £400.  Thanks too to Mr Lowrie for his services in cutting down the two trees in question and rendering the wood suitable for collection.   Obviously we only removed the trees after careful consideration.  They were diseased and would have become quite dangerous eventually.  Although they did have Tree Preservation Orders on them, they were officially condemned so we had little choice but to remove them.  We will replace them within the prescribed period with new trees.

PTPA/FOGH

I know some parents have expressed confusion about the existence of both the PTPA (Parent, Teacher and Pupil Association) and FoGH (Friends of Grindon Hall).  We have begun the New Year by further clarifying the roles of these two valuable groups and I thought it might help to summarise that here.  

FoGH is a long-standing group of mothers and supporters who have given faithful and invaluable help to the school over many years.  The number and range of activities they have organised is significant and they have carried out small-scale, but nonetheless valuable, fund-raising. We all know and appreciate the great work they do at events such as Sports Days, Fun Days and Carol Services, and at events they organise themselves such as car boot sales, fayres etc.  No school can function without a group such as FoGH.

The PTPA was formed a year or two ago to fill a gap in the life of the school – that is, for a group who would spearhead much larger fund-raising activities, aimed at specific, major projects to benefit pupils at the school.  Independent schools will typically raise perhaps 25% of their revenue from fund-raising and donations.  Tuition fees are designed to be exactly that, covering little more than teachers’ salaries and other classroom costs.  Private schools have to engage in significant fund-raising in order to continue to grow and develop.  We have never done that to any great extent in the past, so there is a real need for a PTPA-type group.  Already the group has raised a good amount and completed some very worthwhile projects.  I know they have ambitious thoughts for the future.

Both groups, I am sure, would welcome further additions to their numbers.  Please do consider joining one of the groups (or both!) and becoming more involved in the life of the school.  The contacts for the two groups are Mrs Kathryn Clegg (FoGH) and Mrs Anita Southwick (PTPA).  Both can be contacted through the school office.

Fund-Raising

Following on from the above, it has been suggested to me that parents who have businesses might be prepared to donate to the Grindon Hall Christian School Trust, a charity set up many years ago to support the school.   Similarly, those working in businesses who have some influence on how their company manages its charitable giving might also be interested. This has tax advantages, of course, to a business and the Trust might also be able to claim Gift Aid in certain cases.  All funds go directly towards improving school life at Grindon Hall.  Even a small donation would be worthwhile.  For individuals, a regular donation of just a few pounds a month might be possible and can easily be done through Gift Aid.  For example, if all parents agreed to donate £1 per month, this would amount to £4,000 per year after Gift Aid had been claimed.  A very worthwhile sum which could be used in a variety of ways to benefit all pupils at the school.  Please let Mr Wright or me know if you are interested in this possibility, or write to Mr J Murray, Trust Secretary, GHCS Trust, c/o Grindon Hall.  

Primary/Senior Links

Parents have commented to me in the past that they would value the opportunity to have a look around the Senior School before their child moves up into the First Form (Year 7).   I would like to invite all Primary parents to call Mrs Hipkin and make an appointment with me.  That goes for existing Senior School parents too.  Most parents whose child started in Senior School have already had “the tour” but many who came from our own Primary School might never have had the chance.  I would be genuinely delighted to show you around at any time, especially during the school day where possible, as then you will get a real sense of the school as it really is.  So, if you have a moment, make an appointment, call in and have a coffee, a chat and a tour.  You might even like to arrange to come in groups of two and three.

Communications

I understand that the regular updates on the website were helpful during the bad weather in December.  Clearly this made the rapid communication of important information very easy to manage.  I think we can improve still further by using emails and texts much more than we do.  Several schools are now doing this quite effectively. We have parents’ mobile phone numbers in most cases, but very few if any email addresses.  In the near future, we will be asking pupils to give us the best email address through which to contact their family, and we will establish a database of email addresses which we will then use as appropriate.  If you do not wish us to have your email address, please make sure your child understands that, or simply contact the school office and we will remove it from the list.  Similarly, if you do not wish to receive texts on the mobile number you have given us, let us know.  Don’t expect immediate progress on this, but hopefully we can implement it within the next few months.

Allergies

It is good to remind ourselves from time to time that we have a number of pupils in school with nut allergies and it is therefore vital that no-one brings food to school which may contain nuts.  Please ensure that your child’s packed lunch is suitable in this respect.
“Recommend a Friend”

I would remind all parents of this idea and encourage you to take advantage of it.  To remind you: if you recommend a new pupil, and a place is taken up as a result, the school will set aside his/her first term’s fees and divide it equally between you and the PTPA.  I am pleased to say that pupil numbers are steadily, if slowly, increasing but we still have plenty of spaces available.  If you like the education your child is receiving, do tell others!  Remember also that we have extended the sibling discounts available to include not just brothers and sisters but cousins etc.   

Mr Alan Johnson

Alan Johnson worked at Grindon Hall as Groundsman until quite recently and many staff and pupils will remember a friendly and kind-hearted man.  It was with great sadness, and shock, that we learned of his death on 19th January, a day or two after his 46th birthday.  Our thoughts and prayers are with his family.

Yours sincerely

C J Gray

Principal
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