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Grindon Hall Christian School

PARENTAL UNDERTAKING
Please read the following and sign to indicate your agreement with, and commitment to, these ten rules and principles.

1.
Respect

Respect is a core value of Grindon Hall: respect for oneself, for other pupils, for staff, adults and visitors.  Any demonstration of lack of respect will result in disciplinary action.  Defiance of, disobedience to or disrespect towards teachers or other staff undermines this core value, is quite unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  Similarly, lack of respect towards others’ property and towards school equipment (e.g. graffiti, defacing books) is unacceptable.
2.
Pupil Attendance

It is very important that pupils attend every session of the school year except when ill or in other exceptional circumstances, when the Principal’s permission must be obtained.
Taking holidays during the school year is particularly disruptive to a child’s education and to the work of teachers who try to ensure that pupils keep up with work
By signing this document, parents agree not to take holidays during the school year.

It is also acknowledged that major school events such as Awards Evening, Prize Giving, Carol Concerts and Sports Day are an essential part of school life and the attendance of every pupil at these events is compulsory.
Pupils are expected to attend lessons on time and with the correct equipment.  
3. Food and Drink
Food and drink may only be consumed during break and lunch periods, and at no other times.  Pupils found eating or drinking outside these set times will be given appropriate duties to perform (e.g. litter-picking).

This rule does not, of course, apply to water which might from time to time be provided by the school and made available to pupils during or between lessons.

Chewing gum is absolutely forbidden in school because of its damaging effects on the fabric and appearance of the building, and the difficulties and cost involved in removing it, especially from carpets.  This rule will be unambiguously explained to pupils.  Therefore, the school reserves the right to make a £10 charge against pupils who bring chewing gum into school, in which case parents will be invoiced accordingly.  
4.
Uniform

As the best schools have known for years, and an increasing number are rediscovering, uniform is an important aspect of a school and encourages a positive attitude to school life as a whole.  At Grindon Hall, we do not allow pupils to attend school with incorrect uniform for any reason.
The way in which uniform is worn is also very important.  For example, ties and top buttons must be fastened, skirts must not be worn too short (the new Upper School skirt must be worn by girls in Years 9-11 and must be knee length), jumper sleeves must not be rolled up, school PE kit must be worn for all PE and Games lessons and no designer labels may be visible on any item of clothing or equipment.  Shoes must be plain black with heels no higher than five centimetres measured from the centre back.  
Other aspects of appearance are also important and must be viewed in this context.  For example, hair colour must not be unnatural, make-up is only allowed in moderation for girls in Upper School (the school’s definition of “moderation” is final), girls’ hair if long must be fully tied back off the face using black or red fastenings/bobbles and boys must not wear excessive hair gel (again, the school’s definition of “excessive” is final).
School PE kit must be worn for all school activities taking place outside school (e.g. at local sports centres).  Full school uniform must be worn whilst travelling to and from school and at all school events, including those held outside normal school hours.

The uniform code at Grindon Hall is very clear.  All pupils are expected to adhere to it and parents are asked to support it by providing the correct clothing and equipment, and ensuring uniform is worn appropriately.  In all cases where there is room for interpretation, the school’s interpretation will be final.
Pupils who come to school with incorrect or inappropriately worn uniform (including those turning up for public examinations) will be asked to rectify the situation immediately or parents will be contacted and asked to remove the pupil from the school until the problem has been corrected.
All school uniform (other than standard items such as white shirts) should be obtained from the school’s uniform supplier.
5.
Cheating
Using the work of another without permission or acknowledgement is often illegal and always dishonest.  As a Christian School we hold honesty as one of our core values.  Cheating will therefore always be taken seriously.  It may involve copying during an examination or test, copying another pupil’s homework or deliberately copying from a book or other source (e.g. internet) without acknowledgement.
Copying during an examination, or in coursework preparation, may disqualify a pupil from taking any public examinations during that academic year, and will also result in serious disciplinary action being taken including the possibility of expulsion.

6.
Bullying

No bullying of any kind is ever tolerated at Grindon Hall.  Bullying will always lead to the most serious disciplinary action being taken, and where a thorough investigation reveals that bullying has involved extortion, physical aggression or serious humiliation, or has been repeated despite warnings, it will almost invariably lead to expulsion.

7.
Personal Property
Valuable personal property should never be brought in to school unless specifically required (e.g. musical instruments, laptops) and no electronic equipment whatsoever other than mobile phones may be brought on to school premises.  All legitimate personal property (e.g. sports kits) must be stored in the prescribed manner (classrooms for Primary and Lower School pupils, lockers for those in Upper School).  
It is important that pupils who need to do so are able to use mobile phones to communicate with parents/carers on the way to and from school.  However, the use of mobile phones for whatever reason (e.g. making calls, texting, taking photographs, recording video or listening to music) during school hours is strictly forbidden.  Phones being used during the school day will be confiscated and held until the end of the day.
Primary School pupils must hand their phones in to the Primary office at the beginning of the day, and they will be kept safe.  Lower School pupils (Years 7-8) will have access to their own secure phone locker in their class room and must use it. Upper School pupils (Years 9-11) must store their phones securely in their lockers.  Pupils are responsible for the care of their own phones, and the school accepts no liability whatsoever for lost or missing phones.  
8.
Notice Period
In the event of parents deciding for any reason to remove a child from the school, a full term’s notice must be given in writing otherwise a term’s fees must be paid in lieu.  

9.
Drugs and Other Illegal Substances
There has never been a drug-related incident of any kind at Grindon Hall.  However it is important for all to be clear that the school will deal immediately and firmly with any incident involving drugs, alcohol or any other substances which it is illegal for a child of the relevant age to buy.  
The school will adopt a “zero tolerance” approach in this area.  Pupils who are found to be, or suspected to be, in possession of drugs (using the commonly understood meaning of that word) on the school premises, supplying or acquiring drugs from another pupil or associating with those who are openly in possession of drugs, will be immediately suspended pending a thorough investigation and if found to have been involved in one of the ways described above will be expelled and the police and any other relevant bodies will be informed.

Pupils found smoking or in possession of cigarettes will be subject to disciplinary measures which will usually involve suspension from school.
10.
Participation

Pupils at Grindon Hall have many opportunities to participate in exciting, educational and mind-broadening activities.  
Residential activities are an important part of life at Grindon Hall, and most year groups will participate in a residential every year. All pupils are expected to attend except where there are good medical grounds for their not doing so.  
Pupils’ selection for a school team, or to represent the school for any other reason (e.g. a musical performance), takes precedence over any other arrangements including other sports teams outside school, part-time jobs etc.  Pupils are expected to participate fully in PE lessons.  Genuine medical reasons for not doing so are, of course, acceptable but unjustified failure to take part in PE will result in appropriate disciplinary action. All pupils from Lower School upwards are expected to play a full part in Lesson 6 activities.

PARENTAL UNDERTAKING
Please complete and retain this copy.
Parents play a vital role in supporting the ethos and standards of Grindon Hall.  The ten rules in this document are of particular importance, and parents are invited to sign here to indicate their support of them and commitment to them.

It would be very helpful if, in cases where custody is shared by two people who do not live at the same address, both would sign to indicate their support.

I/we have read and understood the Grindon Hall Christian School “Parental Undertaking” document.  In particular, I/we have read, understood and support each of the ten rules set out in that document.
Name of pupil (please print) ________________________________________
Signature of Parent(s)/Guardian(s)

Name:

___________________________________________________

Signed:
___________________________________________________

Name:

___________________________________________________

Signed:
___________________________________________________

Date:

___________________________________________________
PARENTAL UNDERTAKING
Please complete this pink copy and return it to the school office.
Parents play a vital role in supporting the ethos and standards of Grindon Hall.  The ten rules in this document are of particular importance, and parents are invited to sign here to indicate their support of them and commitment to them.

It would be very helpful if, in cases where custody is shared by two people who do not live at the same address, both would sign to indicate their support.

I/we have read and understood the Grindon Hall Christian School “Parental Undertaking” document.  In particular, I/we have read, understood and support each of the ten rules set out in that document.

Name of pupil (please print) ________________________________________

Signature of Parent(s)/Guardian(s)

Name:

___________________________________________________

Signed:
___________________________________________________

Name:

___________________________________________________

Signed:
___________________________________________________

Date:

___________________________________________________

