Uganda 2006

Thank you for your prayers and generous support. We recently returned from a safe, healthy and successful project in East Africa. I am delighted to write that your financial assistance enabled us to excavate, lay the foundations and erect the shells for three classrooms at Kitwanga Primary School, Kigumba, Uganda. These consist of 23 steel posts (each cast in a footing of 0.25m3 of concrete), 10 timber roof trusses (painted in situ with oily black preservative), 112 corrugated iron roofing sheets. In addition, 3000 bricks are neatly stacked beside the classrooms and 1650 kg of cement powder (in 50kg bags) sits at the back of the locked Salvation Army Hall. Samson, our trusted builder or fundi will oversee the completion of concrete floors and the start of the brick wall panels which the local villagers will be responsible for completing.
As I read the achievements of the team my eyes mist with pride in my eight students and three colleagues who worked so hard side by side with local people. All of the above was completed in the total absence of power tools. Water for the concrete, all of which was of course hand-mixed, had to be collected from the river 2km from the site. Nicholas Bell who was particularly fast with a full wheelbarrow earned the nick-name: Kinyama, or strong-man!
I have no doubt that our students gained enormously from their experiences. As Gaynor wrote: “I will always remember the feeling I had when the first iron sheet was nailed into place on the roof”. We all learnt the importance of team-work, especially when lifting the 6m roof trusses into place. None of us will forget the welcome, generosity and resilience of the people of Uganda. 

Having paid an inspiring visit to the neighbouring village’s excellent Primary School to see what is achievable, we hope to return next year to assist with painting, decorating and generally enhancing the learning resources.
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